Immaculate Conception
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229 West Anthony Street, Celina, Ohio, 45822
Parish Office Phone: 419-586-6648 Fax: 419-586-6649
Website www.celina-ic.org
Religious Education Office 419-586-2370
School 419-586-2379 or 419-586-4987
Website www.icschool-celina.org

Served by the Missionaries of the Precious Blood since 1864
CLUSTER SCHEDULE
Saturday Masses
Immaculate Conception (IC) ............................... 5:00 PM
Our Lady of Guadalupe (OLG)............................ 7:00 PM
Sunday Masses
Immaculate Conception ................. 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Our Lady of Guadalupe ...................................... 9:00 AM
St. Teresa .......................................................... 10:00 AM
Weekdays Masses/Communion Services
Monday Immaculate Conception ....................... 7:30 AM
OLG Communion Service ................................ 8:00 AM
Tuesday IC ......................................................... 7:30 AM
OLG .................................................................. 8:00 AM
Wednesday IC Communion Service .................. 7:30 AM
OLG ................................................................... 7:00 PM
St. Teresa ........................................................... 7:00 PM
Thursday IC ....................................................... 7:30 AM
Friday OLG ........................................................ 8:00 AM
IC .............................. 9:00 AM (7:30 AM if no 9:00 AM
School Mass scheduled)

RECONCILIATION
IC Saturday ......................................................... 11:00 AM
OLG Saturday ................................................6:15-6:45 PM
St. Teresa Wednesday ............................................ 6:30 PM
Anytime by calling the parish office for an appointment.

BAPTISMS
Presenting a child for Baptism is a serious obligation and requires a
faith commitment on the part of the parents and godparents. This
commitment is exemplified by being a practicing, active Catholic.
Parents are obligated to attend a preparation session before a child’s
baptism if they have not attended one in the past five years.
Sessions are held at 12:15 p.m. on second Sundays of January,
March, May, July, September and November, in the Parish Activity
Center. Please call the Parish Office to register. Baptisms are at
12:15 p.m. on the third Sunday of each month.

WEDDINGS
Please phone the parish office to set-up an appointment with a
priest, in order to begin the sacramental preparation. Only after this
initial meeting and assessment can a date be set for the wedding.
The process requires at least 6 months.

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME
Please come to the parish office to register. If you have a change of
address, phone number or email, please inform the parish office.

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Ken Schnipke, C.PP.S., Pastor
Fr. Tim McFarland, C.PP.S., Parochial Vicar
Deacon Charlie Salway - csalway@celina-ic.org
Polly Muhlenkamp, School Principal
Lindsey Lunz, Business Manager - llunz@celina-ic.org
Ann Hull, Secretary - ann@celina-ic.org
Cindy Van Santvoord, Director of Music
Joyce Johnson, Coordinator of Religious Education
Tiffany Pierstorff, Program Administrator
Gary Locke, Youth Minister - 419-953-3178

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mike Braun, President

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
Kevin Riesen, Chairperson

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMISSION
Kylie Johnson, Chairperson

FINANCE COMMISSION
Harry Coy, Chairperson

COUNSELING SERVICES
Offered by Bob Skipper at Spiritual Center of Maria Stein
1-937-299-9005

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, APRIL 19, 2020
Reflections for 2nd Sunday of Easter
Fr. Tim McFarland, C.PP.S.
Faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ is
much more than simply believing in an amazing fact.
Each of this Sunday's readings reminds us that
belief in Jesus' resurrection is accepting and
participating in a relationship that can enliven every
part of our lives—now and forever.
When I was a college professor and chaplain,
I would often have students talk about the difficulty
of long-distance relationships (when one would be on
our campus and the other at a campus far away).
This was true despite all the various means of
communication they had at their disposal, e.g., social
media, snap chat, facetime, etc. They missed the
personal presence of the other. In some ways that
seems like what is happening in our faith family
during this present time. Today’s scriptures give us
ways which we can live out our faith in whatever
situation we may find ourselves.
John speaks of Jesus appearing simply to “the
disciples,” unnumbered and unnamed, to help us
later readers include ourselves in the picture. To
enable those disciples to be sent as Jesus was sent,
Jesus breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy
Spirit.” So, we too, no matter when and where we
live, can have the same appearance of the risen Lord
and that same Spirit in our lives. Perhaps we might
feel left out like Thomas, yet Jesus seeks us out and
give us his peace. But we have to make ourselves
present to him.
This encounter with the risen Lord changed
lives as we read in the Acts of the Apostles. The
apostles were able to “perform signs and wonders”
like Jesus. They did this in the “name” of Jesus.
Jesus disciples devoted themselves to the teaching of
the apostles, to the communal life, to the breaking of
the bread and prayer. We recognize here the
ingredients of Church life. They share a life in
common, sharing what they had with those in need
so that no one would lack what they needed. They
dedicated themselves to prayer and breaking of
bread – as Jesus asked them to do in memory of him.
These last few weeks and for some time into
the future our common life has been disrupted.
However, St. Peter’s epistle (our second reading)
might give us guidance. He says, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his
great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” That hope is what encourages us to continue
on now and during times of trial, confusion and
doubt. Hope does not leave us disappointed as St.

Paul says (Rms 5:5). Peter says, “In this you rejoice,
although now for a little while you may have to
suffer through various trials, so that the genuineness
of your faith, more precious than gold that is
perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to
be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.”
How fitting it is that we hear those words
now. My hope is that you take these words to heart
as we muddle through these confusing times. They
can also serve us well in the “normal” times when we
are confronted with the ups and downs of life.
My prayer is that you hang on to that hope
that we have in the risen Lord and that, even at a
distance, you are able to witness the risen Lord in
what you say and do.
Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, April 20
Closed Door 8:00 a.m. Don Beckstedt
Tuesday, April 21
St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Closed Door 8:00 a.m. Ralph Schnipke
Wednesday, April 22
Closed Door 8:00 a.m. Shirley Langenkamp
Thursday, April 23
St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr
Closed Door 8:00 a.m. Bud & Dorothy Gray
Friday, April 24
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr
Closed Door 8:00 a.m. Mary Lou Homan
Saturday, April 25
St. Mark, Evangelist
Closed Door 5:00 p.m. People of the Celina
Cluster
Readings for the week of April 19, 2020

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/
1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/
Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/
Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/
Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/
Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/
Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/
Mk 16:15-20
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11
[11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 ©LPi

Remember in your prayers those who have
died, especially Davy Winans, Ramon Loera, Merilda
Fleck, Margaret “Wilma” Dues and Verdice Brandts.
Empty Bowls Dinner Cancelled,
Auction Moved Online
Our Home Family Resource Center launched
the Empty Bowls Mercer County 2020 Campaign in
Mid-December with a goal to raise $27,500 never
imagining the challenges that they are now facing.
In keeping with Ohio Governor DeWine’s
directive to curtail the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
the dinner portion of Empty Bowls Mercer County
had been cancelled, and the loss of dinner ticket
sales, raffle proceeds, and income from the auction
puts the organization’s ability to meet this year’s
goal in jeopardy.
In response, Our Home is hard at work
transitioning the Empty Bowls Auction to an online
format. The online auction will be open to the
general public and will feature donations from local
and regional theme parks, zoos, cultural and
sporting events, plus gift cards and certificates from
local restaurants and boutiques.
The online auction will take place on Our Home’s
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/OURHomeFRC/
April 4th through April 20th. There will be five (5)
items offered per day for 15 consecutive days. Each
item will be featured in an individual post which will
include a picture and full description of the item.
Bidders will have 48 hours to place the winning bid.
Everyday Stewardship - Recognize God In Your
Ordinary Moments
Give Yourself Completely
The early days of the first Christian
community were not easy by any measurement.
Jesus had been executed, and his disciples had to be
discreet so as not to meet a similar fate. Jesus was
now risen, but the truth of his resurrection was not
accepted by all. However, the depiction of that early
community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead someone to
believe it was the opposite situation. We are told of
community life where people lean on each other and
share great joy. They ate and prayed together, and
many wonders and signs were occurring to lift the
community and bear witness to the power of Jesus
Christ. They were disciples living out their faith, and
it was their strong sense of stewardship that made
all this possible in the face of threatening Roman
and Jewish powers.
Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil.
Increasing secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of

true fidelity place us once again in a time that is not
easy. A friend of mine likes to say that any challenge
of sin we encounter in the Church has its origin in a
lack or misunderstanding of the stewardship way of
life. We create our burdens by not using our gifts
wisely and by turning inward selfishly.
Could we use the story in Acts of the early
Church to help us today? If we begin with the
decision to give of ourselves completely to God and
His people, will we become agents of change? There
is only one way to find out.
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi
Lighter Side - Home in Heaven
A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went
to heaven. St. Peter was at the pearly gates waiting
for them.
“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi
driver.
The taxi driver did as he was told and
followed St. Peter to a mansion. It had everything
you could imagine, from a bowling alley to an
Olympic-sized swimming pool.
“Wow, thank you,” said the taxi driver.
Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old
shack with a bunk bed and a little old television set.
“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said
the pastor. “Shouldn’t I be the one who gets the
mansion? After all, I was a pastor, went to church
every day, and preached God’s word.”
“Yes, that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during
your sermons, people slept. When the taxi driver
drove, everyone prayed.” ©LPi

Mary and the Saints

Question: Why do Catholics pray to Mary
and the saints?
Answer: One of the statements of faith we
make when we pray the Nicene Creed and the
Apostles Creed is that we believe in “the
communion of saints.” The Catechism of the
Catholic Church reminds us that this
communion (another word for community)
includes all the faithful on earth, the souls in
Purgatory, and the blessed women, men, and
children who are in heaven. This teaching is
grounded in our belief that, through Baptism,
we are united with Christ and to one another
with bonds that are stronger even than death.
And so from the time of the early Church,
Christians have turned to other believers for
prayers and assistance, including those who
have gone before us, confident that God hears
the prayers of all of His children. While we ask
the saints (and one another) for prayers and
support, we remember that the saints join us in
prayer. But it is God who blesses and sanctifies
us.
When we think of Mary and the saints in
heaven, we have to remember that we can turn
to them for intercession and assistance because
they were faulted, limited human beings, just
like us. This means that they are able to
understand our struggles, doubts, fears, joys,
and hopes. But as we learn their stories, we can
also begin to recognize that they stand out in the
history of the Church because they persevered in
their commitment to follow Christ. Whether
they were ordained, vowed religious, martyrs,
husbands, wives, or even children, they show us
that holiness is possible. We can not only follow
their example but also benefit from their
prayerful support.
Our devotion to the saints and gratitude
for their witness, prayers, and protection should
also be an inspiration for us, especially when we
become aware of the needs of others or when
others ask us to pray for them. We are called to
share the blessings we receive. This is also part
of our own journey of growing in holiness. ©LPi

Stewardship Offering April 5
Envelopes/online (149)
Loose
Total Received

$ 15,659.00
1,295.00
$ 16,954.00

Weekly Offering:
Week Budgeted:
Over/Short:

$ 16,954.00
14,600.00
$ 2,354.00

YTD Total Collection:
YTD Total Budgeted:
Over/Short to date:

$592,935.83
584,000.00
$ 8,935.83

To give electronically for fiscal year July 1, 2019 to June
30, 2020 visit www.celina-ic.org and click Donate.

This bulletin is furnished to the parish
without charge. The advertisements that appear,
completely defray the costs. Please patronize our
sponsors. We thank them for their support of our
parish! Our Featured Sponsors this week:

The UPS Store
Celina STORE N’ LOCK
CELINA WINE STORE

