Immaculate Conception
Church
229 West Anthony Street, Celina, Ohio, 45822
Parish Office Phone: 419-586-6648 Fax: 419-586-6649
Website www.celina-ic.org
Religious Education Office 419-586-2370
School 419-586-2379 or 419-586-4987
Website www.icschool-celina.org

Served by the Missionaries of the Precious Blood since 1864
CLUSTER SCHEDULE
Saturday Masses
Immaculate Conception (IC) ............................... 5:00 PM
Our Lady of Guadalupe (OLG)............................ 7:00 PM
Sunday Masses
Immaculate Conception ................. 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Our Lady of Guadalupe ...................................... 9:00 AM
St. Teresa .......................................................... 10:00 AM
Weekdays Masses/Communion Services
Monday Immaculate Conception ....................... 7:30 AM
OLG Communion Service ................................ 8:00 AM
Tuesday IC ......................................................... 7:30 AM
OLG .................................................................. 8:00 AM
Wednesday IC Communion Service .................. 7:30 AM
OLG ................................................................... 7:00 PM
St. Teresa ........................................................... 7:00 PM
Thursday IC ....................................................... 7:30 AM
Friday OLG ........................................................ 8:00 AM
IC .............................. 9:00 AM (7:30 AM if no 9:00 AM
School Mass scheduled)

RECONCILIATION
IC Saturday ......................................................... 11:00 AM
OLG Saturday ................................................6:15-6:45 PM
St. Teresa Wednesday ............................................ 6:30 PM
Anytime by calling the parish office for an appointment.

BAPTISMS
Presenting a child for Baptism is a serious obligation and requires a
faith commitment on the part of the parents and godparents. This
commitment is exemplified by being a practicing, active Catholic.
Parents are obligated to attend a preparation session before a child’s
baptism if they have not attended one in the past five years.
Sessions are held at 12:15 p.m. on second Sundays of January,
March, May, July, September and November, in the Parish Activity
Center. Please call the Parish Office to register. Baptisms are at
12:15 p.m. on the third Sunday of each month.

WEDDINGS
Please phone the parish office to set-up an appointment with a
priest, in order to begin the sacramental preparation. Only after this
initial meeting and assessment can a date be set for the wedding.
The process requires at least 6 months.

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME
Please come to the parish office to register. If you have a change of
address, phone number or email, please inform the parish office.

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Ken Schnipke, C.PP.S., Pastor
Fr. Tim McFarland, C.PP.S., Parochial Vicar
Deacon Charlie Salway - csalway@celina-ic.org
Polly Muhlenkamp, School Principal
Lindsey Lunz, Business Manager - llunz@celina-ic.org
Ann Hull, Secretary - ann@celina-ic.org
Cindy Van Santvoord, Director of Music
Joyce Johnson, Coordinator of Religious Education
Tiffany Pierstorff, Program Administrator
Gary Locke, Youth Minister - 419-953-3178

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mike Braun, President

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
Kevin Riesen, Chairperson

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMISSION
Kylie Johnson, Chairperson

FINANCE COMMISSION
Harry Coy, Chairperson

COUNSELING SERVICES
Offered by Bob Skipper at Spiritual Center of Maria Stein
1-937-299-9005

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 22, 2020
Reflections of 4th Sunday of Lent
The scriptures for this Sunday very aptly reflect
where I suspect many of us find ourselves. The Gospel
relates a story of the man born blind, the psalm speaks of
the Lord as our shepherd and the second reading gives us
hope.
Meditating on John 9:1: ‘And passing by, he saw a
man blind from birth.’ A symbol of miserable humanity,
trapped in darkness — the darkness, let us say, of a
planetary plague such as that of 1918 and perhaps more
so the coronavirus pandemic we are currently facing.
Where is God in such darkness? Well, in the
human response, individual trust and courage, and above
all collective solidarity and compassion. The divine Word
heals by humble fleshly means, spittle and mud.
This Sunday's Gospel account about the man born
blind is the showcase example of seeing as a symbol of
believing. We know that this symbolic dimension resides
in the narrative and not simply in our imagination
because of the clues the author embeds in the story. For
example, Jesus’ statement, “I am the light of the world,”
calls attention to a theme already established in John's
Gospel when he speaks of the life of the Word as light that
shines in the darkness and which the darkness has not
overcome. The curious behavior of Jesus’ mixing his
spittle with clay and “anointing” (in Greek a verb related
to Christos, “anointed one,” or “Messiah”) makes sense
when John observes that the meaning of the pool’s name,
Siloam, is interpreted as "Sent" (or, more literally, “the
Sent One”, which serves in the Fourth Gospel as another
name for Jesus).
In this story of the blind man people were looking
for reasons why the man was born blind. It was prevailing
“wisdom” of the time that sickness and disease were
caused by sin. Jesus seems to discount this idea and uses
the occasion to bring light, a new way of seeing. This
disease or blindness was a way in which to show God’s
mercy and power.
The readings this week are all about seeing. God
sees what Samuel can’t, because Samuel sees the
appearance, but God sees the heart. Our passage from the
Letter to the Ephesians mentions “light” six times, and
contrasts this with the darkness that renders us blind to
the ways of God. Jesus, “the light of the world,” cures a
blind man “so that the works of God might be made visible
through him.”
We know that the bishops of Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois and a number of other dioceses have canceled
public celebrations of the Liturgy. In Ohio, this now
includes Holy Week and Easter. As someone mentioned to
me when hearing this, it’s really going to be different not
to come together as a community to celebrate Eucharist
during the greatest mystery of our faith. Perhaps we will
all need to learn to “see” differently this year. We will not
gather publicly as a community of faith – that’s really
different for us. We all will be called to see differently, to
perhaps pray differently as we come to the observance of
the paschal mystery of the Lord. Perhaps we can more

intently focus on the paschal mystery – the mystery that
life comes though suffering and death…that there is hope!
Let’s not lose hope, but sent forth in faith, to be a
sign of life and hope in our community.

Fr Tim

Masses For The Week
Monday, March 23 through Friday March 27
Closed door Masses begin at 8:00 a.m.
Mass intentions were not available at time of
printing.
Saturday, March 28
Closed door Mass at 5:00 p.m. All Souls
$2,252.09 was collected the weekend of March 7 &
8. The St. Vincent de Paul Society is grateful for the
ongoing support for our local people/families in need.

Rest In Peace

Remember in your prayers those who have died,
especially Robert Francis.
The Endowment Fund
memory of Mary Jo Braun.

received

$100.00

in

Stewardship Offering

The March 15 stewardship offering was not
available at the time of printing. The information will be
listed in next week’s bulletin.
PTO Sale
Due to the Coronavirus and the cancellation of
school the IC PTO has postponed the Pizza, Sub, and
Burrito Sale scheduled for March 27 and 28. The cookies
were delivered on Monday, March 16. If you have not
picked them up they are in the freezer at the school.
Please contact Jennifer Harling at 419-905-6591 with any
questions.
Readings for the week of March 22, 2020
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
[1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b
[2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a
and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn
5:31-47
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23
[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn
7:40-53
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
©LPi

RE: Catholic Bishops of Ohio Suspend All Publicly Celebrated Masses/Liturgies
Dear Celina Cluster Parishioner,
Please note the following message from the Catholic Bishops of Ohio
After serious consideration of the grave health risk involved in public gatherings and in order to curb the spread of the
Coronavirus, the bishops of Ohio have decided, effective immediately, to suspend temporarily all publicly celebrated
Masses/liturgies, at least through the celebrations of Holy Week and Easter. The bishops of Ohio dispense the Catholic
faithful who reside in their respective dioceses and all other Catholics currently in Ohio from the obligation of
attending Sunday Mass through Easter Sunday.
This decision is not taken lightly and, as your bishops, causes us great sadness. However, after consultation with the
governor and health officials we are convinced that this is the most prudent and necessary action.
Science has proven that participation in public gatherings significantly increases the risk of contagion. This poses a
serious danger to those especially most vulnerable.
As Catholics, in every Sunday Mass we celebrate the passion, death and resurrection of our Lord. The Holy Eucharist
is the source and summit of our faith. In this moment, we are experiencing in a unique way the passion of our Lord as
this pandemic prevents us from gathering for the Sunday Eucharist. In this very difficult time, we encourage the faithful
to turn to the Church’s treasury of prayer. Sunday remains a holy day, and we encourage the faithful to pray using the
rich resources of our faith, including praying as a family or individually the rosary, divine mercy chaplet, the Liturgy
of the Hours, stations of the cross, etc. We also urge you to participate in prayer by way of radio broadcast or televised
or live-streamed Mass and make a spiritual communion.
Please join us in praying for all who are suffering from illness or disease of any kind, for all health care workers, and
for an easing of the anxiety and tension caused by this situation. Relying on the Motherly care of Our Lady, we unite
our sufferings to those of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our healing and our hope.
The following are provided to assist parishioners in prayer and worship:
 IC Church will be open for private prayer Mon-Fri 9:00 AM to 7 PM, Sat. 7:30 AM to 4 PM, Sunday 7 AM
to 7 PM. OLG is open daily from 7 AM to 7 PM. St. Teresa will be open Wed. 9 AM to 5 PM, Sunday from
10 AM to 2 PM. As you visit church, please be mindful of good hygiene practices for you and for others,
possibly wiping surfaces and objects you touch with disinfecting wipes.
 There will be a closed-door 5 PM Saturday Mass at IC broadcast on Live Stream that can be viewed live or
any time after. Click on https://celina-ic.org/ and then the “Live Stream” on the top right corner of the IC
webpage and follow prompts to the Mass.
 Mass readings and daily prayers can be found via links at the bottom of the IC website to the US Bishops
Conference and iBreviary.
 There will be a closed-door 8:00 AM Masses Mon-Fri at IC broadcast on Live Stream that can be viewed
live or any time after.
 Live Stream closed-doors Masses also available at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral Mon-Sat, 8am; Sun, 11am.
Click on https://www.stpeterinchainscathedral.org/ scroll down to and click on “Live-streamed Mass
Schedule.”
 Spiritual Communion
Since you are unable to receive Holy Communion during this time, you can make this prayer of Spiritual
Communion, a source of grace in the midst of difficulty:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.











Stations of the Cross booklets and pamphlets will be available in church
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are still possible, but only with immediate family and designated guests.
Please know that your prayers for these families and their loved ones are still felt and appreciated.
Individual Sacrament of Reconciliation
 IC - Wednesday, March 18th 1:00 PM
 IC - Thursdays, March 26th and April 2nd at 7 PM & Saturdays at 11 AM
th
st
rd
 OLG - March 18 & April 1 6:30 PM, April 3 9:00 AM & Saturdays at 6:15 PM
th
th
 St. Teresa - March 25 & April 8 6:30 PM (Church open 6:30 to 7:30 PM)
Each Parish Office in the Cluster will maintain usual office hours, unless directed otherwise.
Bulletins will be available online and in each church and parish office
Your continued financial support is critical to each of our parishes even in this time of crisis. Offertory
envelopes can be dropped off or sent to our respective parish offices or online contributions can be made to
each of the parishes at https://celina-ic.weshareonline.org/index.aspx
We will continue to provide updates on our parish websites https://celina-ic.org/ https://ourladyofg.org/
https://stteresa-rockford.org/ via email and social media.

If you know a fellow parishioner without email or internet access, please pass this information along to them.
In this time of crisis, when it is easy to let our fears and worries overwhelm us, it is important to remember that God is
always with us, helping us and leading us, that Jesus has walked this earth before us and knows intimately the depth of
any pain, sorrow or concern we may bear; and that the Holy Spirit is guiding us and protecting us. Know that we and
all the Cluster staff continue to be here to serve you and pray for you and all affected.
Fr. Ken & Fr. Tim
A Prayer of Pope Francis to the Blessed Virgin Mary
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
Prayer of USCCB President, Most. Rev. Jose Gomez
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your beloved
children. We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world, and for all our families and loved ones, the protection of your holy angels, that we
may be spared the worst of this illness.
For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are
vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in
the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our
hearts.
We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of
our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, help us always to know
the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

March 17, 2020
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We find ourselves in a time of confusion, fear, and tension. The range of thoughts and concerns which
weigh upon each of us is vast, knowing that the pattern of our lives has quickly become very different than
it was mere days ago. In the midst of all of this uncertainty, the Catholic bishops in the State of Ohio, in
consultation with the governor and public health officials, have made the very painful decision to suspend
the celebration of all public Masses throughout Ohio, at least through Holy Week and Easter. This is a step
that I wish we did not feel compelled to take. I realize it is yet another source of suffering in an already
trying time. However, given the grave health risks we are currently facing, especially with regard to public
gatherings, I believe it is a necessary step in the interest of the common good that will help to curb the
spread of this virus.
This is the challenging situation in which we find ourselves, yet we are not alone. As the Church, we
are united as members of the Body of Christ; we are united first of all to Jesus and, then, through Him to
one another. Only Jesus can bring us peace at this time. He tells us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid” (John 14: 27).
The peace that Jesus gives us flows from the Cross, that place where the Son offers Himself entirely to the
Father for our salvation. We are able to worship God by sharing in that mystery of the Son’s perfect selfoffering, and the fullest way that we are able to do that is through the gift of the Mass. For that reason, it is
with heavy hearts that we bear these current restrictions.
The Mass, though, will continue to be celebrated in our archdiocese. I call on our priests to privately
offer the Sacrifice of the Mass for the good of the people of their parishes, for the whole archdiocese, and for
all our brothers and sisters throughout the world who are suffering from this illness, for those who are
afraid, and for those who are stricken by anxiety and social tensions. This is a time to beg Christ to fill us
with the fire of His love so that we may be the instruments of the charity of His Sacred Heart. The people
around us need to be loved. These limitations may make us feel like we are far from Christ, but He has
promised to remain with us always. He is here with us as we carry our crosses, and He is asking us to love,
even when we find ourselves in the midst of personal, family, and workplace struggles and uncertainties.
I want our churches to be accessible, and I ask my brother priests to do all that is possible to keep
the doors of their churches open for some time each day so that we can stop in, offer a prayer to the Lord,
and be consoled by His Presence among us in a time of trial. This is a time for families to pray together, to
join in supportive communion with our brothers and sisters throughout the world who are suffering so
much, and to invite God into every aspect of our daily lives – especially the parts that are most painful for
us right now – so that while so much else seems to be taken away, we discover anew His presence among us.
For my own part, I am increasing my personal prayer on behalf of each of you. Let us unite ourselves,
together as one family of God, to the suffering of Christ.
God gave us the Church because we cannot journey back to Him by ourselves. We need each other so
much right now! I pray that all of us will be faithful to the call to holiness that we received at our baptism.
Christ is with us in this trial, and He wants to be present to those in need through us. Let us band together
as Christians. Let us be witnesses to the love of God which conquers all things. Let us offer a world in need
the peace that only Christ can give – the peace He has entrusted to each of us!
You are in my prayers daily. Please pray for me.
Your father in Christ,

Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr
Archbishop of Cincinnati

Visit the FORMED website for videos and resources. Here is further info about login:
 1. Go to www.formed.org
 2. Click on SIGN UP
 3. Click on the box that says, "I belong to a Parish or Organization".
 4. It will ask you to find your Parish or Organization. Type in Celina, OH or the Parish Code of
E4GMWJ and Immaculate Conception of the BVM 229 W Anthony St. Celina, OH should pop
up. Click on it.
 5. Type in your name and email address and click on Sign Up.
 6. An email will be sent to you so you can enter your email address and begin watching
FORMED.

