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Since 1999, I’ve been part of the team that brings com-
munion on Sunday aft ernoon to three nursing homes 
in Celina: Celina Manor, the Gardens of Celina, and 
the Miller House. Tom Rable Sr. got me started. 

We have eight teams, so every eight weeks, it’s your 
turn. We’ve got a good group, a faithful group. If you 
can’t make it on your Sunday, someone will trade 
with you.

Th e residents really look forward to it. Th ey don’t get 
to church so we have to bring church to them. We 
go through that Sunday’s readings, the responsorial 
psalm and the Prayer of the Faithful. We try to get 
them involved. We pray the Our Father together, and 
have the sign of peace. 

At communion, we say, “Th is is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world . . .” Th ey respond 
like we do at church. Th at’s a good thing, when they 
respond. Th en we have communion.

Th e service takes about 15 minutes, not very long. 
Th en aft er it’s over, we take communion to those res-
idents who couldn’t come to the service. Even if they 
don’t know exactly who I am, they perk up when I tell 
them I am bringing them communion.

It means a lot to the residents. A lot of them tell me, 

“Th ank you for coming and bringing Jesus to 
me.” Th ey are very appreciative.

Once, I gave communion to an elderly woman. 
She told me, “Th ank you, Father.” I said, “I’m not 
a priest, I’m just a parishioner.” She said, “Don’t 
say you’re just a parishioner. You’re doing 
us a service, and you’re doing God a 
service.” Th at stuck with me. Even though I’m 
not a priest, I am bringing Jesus to them.
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