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I saw the notice in the bulletin about two years ago 
that they needed somebody to do the laundry in the 
sacristy. And I got to thinking: I’m not a showy per-
son, but I can work behind the scenes doing some-
thing small.

So I volunteered to do the laundry for the church. 
Every other week, I pick it up aft er morning Mass and 
I have it back the next day. Th e laundry includes the 
corporals, the altar cloth and the purifi cators (small 
white linens used with the Precious Blood). Th ere are 
little cloths inside the tabernacle, and occasionally I 
wash them. Th ere are also rags from the people who 
come in every week to clean in the sacristy.

With the altar linens, I take them home and soak 
them. A nice, simple soak in cold, soapy water, and 
usually the wine stains come out. I’m careful with the 
water; it goes outside on my trees. I will not pour 
Jesus’ Blood down the drain.

It’s funny, I used to hate ironing. I was careful never to 
buy clothes for myself that needed to be ironed. But 
doing this job has taught me how beautiful things look 

when they are pressed. Th ose purifi cators iron 
out so beautifully—but you have to catch them 
when they’re a little bit damp. When you press 
them and fold them, they just look beautiful.

Myra Hileman sews the purifi cators and the altar 
linens, and she does a beautiful job. Other peo-
ple do a marvelous job cleaning the sacristy and 
the church. Th ere are diff erent crews that do the 
cleaning, and that’s a big job! It’s marvelous that 
people take the time to help because this church 
is so beautiful and it needs to stay that way.

Marge Waterman, keeping the parish linens white & bright
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