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I like to fi ll in where I’m needed. If people have some-
thing for me to do and they can put me into a slot, 
then I love to help. Anywhere. With anyone. Like 
when the school carnival started, I helped every year 
but one, just because they need people. I stepped onto 
the school commission just because somebody asked 
me and I couldn’t say no. I help with the mission 
commission’s wine tasting event, but I don’t take part 
in the planning process. I show up on the day of the 
event and help in the kitchen.

I don’t like to be on committees. I don’t like to plan 
a big event where if something goes wrong, I’m to 
blame. I don’t have any good ideas on my own: 
I’m just very good at making other people’s ideas 
come true. 

Because I’m around, I get brought into stuff . And I’m 
willing. It’s fun to be involved. It’s been great for me—
I’ve met so many really wonderful people. If you were 
to ask me my message about volunteering, I would 
say: you have to put yourself in a position to be asked. 
Sometimes people say, “Nobody ever asks me to help.” 
But I say, you don’t need a placard saying, “Please in-
vite me to be involved.” You just talk to people. 

I want everybody to know that volunteering 
makes you feel like a part of your community, 
instead of just being a bystander. With every 
eff ort and every organization, there are those 
essential people and when they move on, you 
think the whole thing is going to fall apart. But 
it doesn’t, and why is that? Because new people 
come up. Because somebody said yes, somebody 
said they would help.
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