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I feel a special connection to young people. I like all 
of them. People may talk about “bad kids,” but to me, 
there’s no such thing, or if there is, I think I like the 
bad ones better! I can usually see through their behav-
ior to their inner struggle. You can tell by their look or 
their attitude what they might be going through.

I enjoy being around young people, especially middle 
school and high school students. It’s energizing. I vol-
unteered with younger kids when my own kids were at 
IC School, but it wasn’t until I volunteered to teach a 
seventh grade religious education class that I realized, 
this is my niche. 

Since then, I’ve helped out with youth ministry at IC. 
I also work as a substitute teacher and at our local 
library, and that’s the age range of kids that I enjoy. A 
lot of people might shy away from working with that 
age group, but if you respect them and show them that 
you care about them, they’ll respect you. If you are 
kind and treat them with respect, they’ll do the same 
way to you.

I’ve been on a mission trips with them, to Haiti and 
to Cincinnati. I feel blessed to see the kids at work on 
projects, to get to experience these things with them. 
I also went along to the National Catholic Youth Con-
ference in Indianapolis in 2015. It renews my faith to 
see the kids praying together, so excited about 

their faith and so proud to be Catholic—that’s 
really special. 

Sometimes the groups we work with in youth 
ministry aren’t large. People say, “Th ere are so 
few of them!” I don’t care. So what if we take 
fi ve kids on a mission trip? Th at’s fi ve faithful 
kids who want to live out their faith and want to 
do something to help others—so I want to help 
them do it.
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