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For years, Linda Schoen asked us to teach in the religious 
ed program and we always answered, “Are you out of your 
mind?” But she asked every year. She planted the seed. 
Th en one year Joyce Johnson asked us at just the right time, 
and we said yes.

Th is will be our fi ft h year of teaching fourth-grade religious 
education. We’ve learned what works, and what doesn’t. 
You get a feel for each year’s class. 

Usually Sunday is our review day, we look at lesson plan 
and adjust it. Lori does the secretarial part; she makes 
copies and keeps notes. We learned to appreciate teachers a 
bunch aft er we started to teach. Class is only one part of it; 
preparation takes up a lot more time than you’d think. 

Th e class usually goes fast. You have nights when you head 
for home on a high note, thinking “Th is went great!” Th en 
there are nights you go home saying, “Oh, my.” 

It’s a one-hour class, and we spend 45 minutes of that in 
teaching, and 15 minutes on a game that’s based on the 
lesson. We make a big deal over their birthdays. We bring 
in treats at Christmas, and we have a pizza party at the end 
of the year. 

Th ere are three goals that we keep in mind: We want them 
to learn. We want them to want to come to religion class. 
And we want them to have fun.

We always get close to the kids, and when the end of the 

year comes, it’s sad. On the fi rst night of this year’s 
class, one girl said that her sister was in our class 
three years ago. She said, “My sister said to tell you 
guys hi!” Th at was really 
neat.  It’s been very rewarding. We’ve 
learned more about our religion just by 
preparing for class. And we’ve talked a lot about 
diff erent aspects of our faith. But the real reward 
is when the kids come up to you later, maybe aft er 
Mass or at the parish festival, just to say hi and see 
how we’re doing.
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