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It all started at my home parish, St. Anthony, where 
my brother was a janitor. I would help him on a volun-
teer basis. I learned to work on the bells there. 

Ten or 15 years ago, here at IC, Father announced 
that there were problems with the bells and that we 
wouldn’t be hearing them ring until we could get them 
fi xed. And we couldn’t aff ord the fi x. So I called the 
president of the parish council and volunteered my 
services. I’ve been taking care of them ever since.

Initially, the bells were nonfunctional because of years 
of neglect. Th ey were out of adjustment, cables were 
worn out, parts were broken. I worked about 50 hours 
just making little repairs here and there, getting things 
back in shape, cleaning, lubricating. So now, unless 
there’s a problem with them, it’s just one trip up per 
year for lubrication and adjustments. 
Heights don’t bother me a bit. I’ve jumped out of air-
planes. You do have to have electrical and mechanical 
skills, which I got from working for 42 years at Pax 
Machine. I worked on all kinds of equipment there.

Th ere are three bells up there, and there are two ways 
to ring them. Th e medium and small bells swing. 
Th e large bell has a stationary hammer that hits it. So 
when you hear the tolling, that’s the hammer. 

Occasionally I ring them when I’m up there. I usually 

call the offi  ce fi rst because there have been times 
when people call the offi  ce and ask if the pope 
died. When I walk into church, I listen for them. 
Springs can break, clutches get out of adjust-
ment. 

Th e bells are such an integral part of the church 
but most of us never see them. I get satisfaction 
out of knowing that I can keep them running, 
especially when we were told that they were 
worn out. 

Eric Sudhoff , caring for IC’s bells
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