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I got more involved with bereavement ministry at 
IC aft er my wife, Becky, passed away in 2013. Becky 
always sent out the mailings that went to grieving 
families in the months following a death. I helped her, 
but I was in the background.

Aft er she died, I went into the parish offi  ce and said, 
“I have all this bereavement stuff  that was Becky’s, 
who’s going to take over?” And Ann Hull (the parish 
secretary) just looked at me. So I said, “It’s not hard 
to do—I’ve seen her do it. If it’s all right, I’ll just keep 
doing it.” And that’s how it started.

Talking with families that have just experienced a loss, 
I thought it would be hard. But it gets easier each time 
you do it. Having gone through the loss of my wife, I 
know something about how they are feeling, so you 
can work with that and get communication going. 
And most people are grateful to have somebody come 
in and help them.

With the bereavement mailings, I address them and 
send them out, according to a spreadsheet that I keep. 
I do all that and I always wondered, what happens to 
them when they get there? Do people see them as junk 
mail or do they really open them up and read them?

Th en I got an answer. One of the ladies I had been 
sending the materials to sent a Christmas card to the 

parish. She had written in the card that she really 
appreciated the mailings and they had helped 
her through the hard times. 

Aft er they handed that card to me in the parish 
offi  ce, I went out to my van to wipe my tears 
away. It was more than I expected. It does make 
a diff erence to people.
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