
MERCY@IC
For a long time, I’ve been visiting people who have 
joined our parish. Way back when, I would go along 
with Annie Turner on the visits. I feel like I’ve always 
been on the welcoming committee. Because I travel a 
lot and visit families in their homes through my work 
as a preschool special education teacher, I’m comfort-
able visiting people I don’t know. 

We call fi rst to set up a time. Some people are very 
open to it; others say they don’t need a visit. When 
I go to a home, I take along a big white bag with the 
image of the Blessed Mother on it, lined with pretty 
blue tissue paper. In the bag are gift s from various 
organizations in the parish, very nice gift s. Th ere’s a 
handmade rosary in the bag; a bible from the religious 
education offi  ce; children’s books from the Altar 
Rosary Society; a coupon for a free dozen cookies 
from St. Vincent de Paul; a coupon for two free din-
ners at a fi sh fry from the K of C; and other gift s. It’s 
great, and people really appreciate it.

We welcome others, too: people who were received 
into the church through RCIA, and the newly bap-
tized. Some of those are families with a new baby, but 
sometimes older children or grandchildren or even 
whole families are baptized. 

We coordinate with Casseroles and Kindness, and 
people whom we welcome also receive a casserole. 
Th e volunteers who prepare those casseroles are 

always very gracious and giving of their time—
and they could use some help, if anyone is inter-
ested in that ministry. Our goal is to let people 
know that someone in the church is thinking 
about them, that they are special. 

What do I get out of it? I get to visit with 
all these wonderful people! I love hearing 
their stories, being with them in happy times 
and sad times. It’s such an inspiring and 
rewarding ministry.

Beth Smalley, Welcoming Ministry/Parish Life
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